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Draft Minutes—July 28, 2008

The WMAC Board of Directors convened for a meeting on July 28, 2008 at 7:00 PM at the Westport Community Church in Westport with the following Directors Present: Eyerly, Fostiak, Knapp, and  Griggs and Chairperson Van Bueren presiding

1) ROLL CALL
Roll call was conducted with directors Eyerly, Fostiak, Knapp, Van Bueren, and Griggs present. Director Vidaver was absent.

2) APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Discussion: A short discussion to clarify that travel expense had been added to original budget

was held. 

Public Comment: None

Motion: Upon motion by Director Knapp, seconded by Director Eyerly, and carried unanimously; it is ordered that the Minutes of the June 23, 2008  meeting are hereby approved.

Discussion of Motion: None

Action:  Motion approved without amendment.

3) PUBLIC EXPRESSION—
Presenters:  None present.

4) OLD BUSINESS
a) Topic #1 Clay/Cahto Road Improvements
Discussion:  There was an old lawsuit (#60508) from 1980’s. Result of that lawsuit gave the county the right of way from Westport to Branscomb Road. The road may be barricaded by logging companies. Steve Walker will continue to work with Mendicino County officials to get updated information regarding Clay/Cahto Road. There could be a need to use this road for emergencies.

WMAC is waiting to hear from Kendall Smith’s request to DOT for information re Clay/Cahto Road. 

Action: WMAC and Steve Walker will continue to obtain information regarding status of Clay/Cahto Road. We will pursue further information from DOT and other county officials who can provide any information regarding the current status of Clay/Cahto Road. We will continue the discussion at next WMAC meeting.

b) Topic #2  - Code enforcement update

Discussion: WMAC to review the Mendocino County ordinance regarding public nuisance so that we are familiar with the ordinance and can make recommendations when there are

such issues to be discussed. 

Public Comment: None

Action:  Director Eyerly to provide copies of the ordinance to members of WMAC.

c)     Topic #3 – Wave Power

Discussion: WMAC reviewed a letter that Directors Vidaver and Van Bueren had written to Mendocino County Board of Supervisors. The letter requested that since the WMAC area would be impacted by the decision to test wave power devices and wind generation devices that we would like to have a representative from the WMAC to participate in regional discussions conducted by the six California Counties affected by the above proposals.

We further discussed that our selected representative would bring the views from the WMAC community and bring available information back to the WMAC and the community.

The WMAC will plan to have a community forum that will have speakers representing both points of view relative to the wave power issue. The discussion of wave power will be on the agenda next meeting.     

Motion: Upon motion by Director Van Bueren and seconded by Director Knapp and carried unamiously it was agreed that the WMAC would forward letter to county that would ask Director Vidaver to be appointed to the task force for wave energy committee.

Discussion of Motion: None

Action: Motion approve without amendment.

d)     Topic#4 – Hi speed internet

Discussion: Implementation of hi speed internet (microwave) to remote areas of county. It is needed to improve emergency services and would enhance ability of business and private citizens to use internet. Director Knapp to contact Supervisor Smith (through Thad) for update. This item will be  continued to next meeting for update.

e)     Topic#5 – Non motorized transportation

Discussion: Possible that WMAC could obtain public funding to be used to improve or provide additional non motorized vehicle access in WMAC area. Example given was Laytonville getting funding to add access. Director Van Bueren will continue to work on a proposal.

5) NEW BUSINESS
a) Topic #1 CDPM #113-2002 (2008a) 32774 Ocean Meadows Circle permit modification.
Discussion: Discussion on above permit application. This residence could be seen from Highway 1 at the entrance to Ocean Meadows Circle. The increase in height from 18 feet to 22 feet was discussed and the lighting was discussed.

Public Comment: There were a couple of residents from Ocean Meadows Circle present. They asked that the WMAC recommend that variances to code not be approved.

Motion: Upon motion by Director Eyerly, seconded by Director Fostiak, and carried unanimously; it is ordered that: The WMAC recommend to the Ft. Bragg planning department that they not allow a variance from the 18 foot height regulation and that they follow the current coastal commission exterior lighting guidelines for such property (downcast).

Discussion of Motion: None

Action:  Motion approved without amendment.

b) Topic #2 General Plan Update – Notice of Preparation for Draft EIR

Discussion: Will convey WMAC ideas on changes or additions to the general plan update to the county. Those recommendations are the following:

     Principle 2-1-b: Mention the protection of historical resources in order to keep character of town Intact.

     Principle 2-2-b: Have hi-speed internet available to facilitate economic growth of area.

     Principle 2-2-c: Add the inclusion of heritage tourism and non motorized vehicle transportation.

     Goal DE-1: Add archeological and historical resources to preserve and recognize those who came before us.

     Goal DE-2: Please consider adding the “building of  affordable housing” in this goal.

     Goals DE8 and DE10:  The WMAC strongly support these goals.

     Goal D16 and RM2: Development density should be tied to available water resources.

     Under resource management: Please add some note regarding water conservation and use of grey water.

     Goal D21: Please add “With some special attention to more remote areas”

     Development Goals: Add a development goal that refers to Senate Bill 18. Counties should consult with tribes concerning issues of land use and treatment of traditional sites. 

Public Comment: None

Motion: Upon motion by Director Fostiak, seconded by Director  Knapp, and carried unanimously; it is ordered that the changes reflected above be forwarded to the county to be considered for inclusion in the EIR for the County General Plan.

Discussion of Motion: None

Action:  Motion approved without amendment.

6) OTHER BUSINESS/OPERATIONS
a)
Announcements - None

b)
Correspondence – Draft EIR and planning documents (Ocean Meadows Circle). Both documents distributed prior to meeting.

Action: No action taken.

c) WMAC Operations – N/A

7) SET PRELIMINARY AGENDA FOR NEXT MEETING

The Chair announced the next regular meeting of the WMAC is scheduled for August 25,2008 at 7:00 PM in the Westport Community Church at 24900 Abalone Street in Westport. Preliminary Agenda:

          a) Clay/Cahto Road

          b) Code Enforcement Update

          c) Wave Power

          d) High Speed Internet

8) ADJOURNMENT

Chair Van Bueren declared the meeting adjourned at 9:45 PM

There being nothing further to come before the WMAC, the meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

________________________

Name, Chair

ATTEST:

________________________

Name, Secretary
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